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MEDIA RELEASE
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VISITING DIPLOMAT IN RESIDENCE BRINGS EXPERTISE
ON CHINA, HUMAN RIGHTS TO UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA
By Kathryn D. Hubbell, UM News and Publications
MISSOULA —
Finding poisonous snakes all over your yard may not be one
of life’s peak experiences, but it has to qualify as one of the
most memorable.
For the Leo Moser family, their Foreign Service tenure in
Vientiane, Laos, included a yard full of poisonous snakes and an
emergency supply of five types of anti-venom in the refrigerator,
just in case (although, says Moser, it may not have done much
good since there were no longer doctors in the area who could
teach them how to match up the right anti-venom with the right
type of snake!).

In fact, the Moser's youngest son, Robert, was

able to help embassy security guards catch a cobra just about
every other day during the peak season.
Moser, the University of Montana's visiting Diplomat in
Residence for the State Department, sat in his office in the
Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center and recollected bits of his
past for a visitor.

For a college kid who wanted to get out into

the challenges of the real world, he says, the U.S. Foreign
Service has provided challenge, adventure and much more.
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were the snakes in Laos; feelings of isolation and boredom in the
depressing and highly restrictive atmosphere of the Soviet Union;
and exhaustion dealing with the constant threat of terrorism in
Venezuela.
Culture shock, which he learned to expect and also learned
would pass with time, came in various forms depending on where
the family found itself.

In Honk Kong, where he was stationed in

1954, a fire had recently swept through the poverty section of
the city.

Many people were burned out of their homes and ended

up on the streets, where Moser passed them every day.

It was

difficult, he says, constantly seeing the raw tragedy of their
lives played out on the streets.
Bargaining for purchases in Hong Kong also became a problem.
It wasn't so bad for major purchases such as art or furniture to
spend time haggling over the lowest price the seller would
accept.

But for an American used to conveniece stores and guick

check-out lines, haggling over a tube of toothpaste got to be
very aggravating.
Not everything in the life of a career diplomat consists of
difficulties or danger.

For Moser, his career in the Foreign

Service has meant a constant exposure to new and different ways
of life and a continual education process.
Moser, whose recent experience in the field of human rights
and knowledge of East Asia were compelling factors in bringing
him to UM, has been assigned to the university -- and the
more
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university to him -- through the U.S. Foreign Service Institute'
Diplomat In Residence program, started 20 years ago to re
acquaint and update Foreign Service diplomats on their own
culture.
The Diplomat in Residence program enables the diplomats to
spend a year or more of service in residence at an American
college or university, on the assumption that it is on campus
where the nation's moods and values are most quickly felt, and
where changes are often instigated.
At the same time, the academic world benefits from the
special resources a diplomat can provide as someone steeped in
the nuts and bolts of diplomacy and U.S. foreign policy.
The program is loosely structured and left to the diplomat
and the host institution to work out schedules and activities
that suit their mutual needs.

Moser, who moved to Montana from

Washington, D.C., immediately began teaching classes at UM in
U.S. policy and human rights in East Asia.

He also speaks to

university and community groups upon request and hopes to share
his foreign service experience with as many people as possible
during his stay in Montana.

His wide range of topics have

included U.S. foreign policy, Cambodia, the role of women and
women's rights in other countries, and the psychological
dimensions of environmental problems.
The move to Montana was the seventeenth for the Mosers, who
have served in Hong Kong, Russia, Germany, Venezuela, China, Laos
more
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and Canada as well as in Honolulu and Washington, D.C.

Moser

said the decision to move took a while this time, but once made,
the move happened quickly.

He received his assignment at the end

of June and the family arrived in Missoula at the end of August.
His 13-year-old son Robert, the youngest of four children and the
only one remaining at home, has been excited about Montana from
the beginning, loving the out-of-doors.

The family spent much of

the fall quarter unpacking and hosting company, while Moser began
his duties at UM.
Montana's geographical position has not prevented its
people, including those in rural areas, from being very aware of
economic and political conditions in distant countries, Moser
says.

He is particularly excited about a telecourse he will be

teaching winter quarter called "China:
Building the Future."

Adapting the Past -

The television series on China, "The Heart

of the Dragon," forms the basis of the course, which is
supplemented with reading assignments and lectures.

(For exact

details of times and registration, call UM's Center for
Continuing Education at 243-2900.)
The immense land of China has captured much of Moser's
interest during the course of his career.

Asked about American

influences in that country, he is quick to reply, "The question
is not only how America will change China.
will affect the United States.

It is also how China

We have to understand that China

constitutes a quarter of the earth's population."
more

moser.rl

5

Among China's strongest potential influences, Moser says,
are its arts, from Tang Dynesty poetry to China's ceramics and
watercolors.
food.

Another influence, beyond all doubt, is Chinese

Despite his years there, Moser says he can enter a

restuaiant in China and find menu items he has never heard of
before.

The variety of dishes and broad range of Chinese cooking

are incredible, he says, and he anticipates the day when Chinese
food has become so common in the United States that consumers
will say not, "Oh, that's Chinese food," but rather, "Oh, that's
good!"
The recent focus in Moser's work has been human rights, and
those issues formed the heart of the job he came from in
Washington.

As Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for the

Bureau of Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs, Moser monitored
human rights records by governments around the world.

The

results of reports from his office often formed the basis for
decisions about expert licensing of controlled items such as
military or police equipment.
Moser has written three books, all of which address issues
much discussed in today's economic and political climate:
Technology Trap:
Chinese Mosaic:

Survival in a Man-Made Environment;" "The
The Peoples and Provinces of China;"

"Toward a Better Understanding: U.S. Japan Relations."
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